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Original cover art by Deanne Dutton. The illustration is an artistic representation of the Museum & Theatre’s deep roots 
within the city of Portland. The cityscape depicted on the cover is comprised of the Museum & Theatre’s “Blue Blocks” from 

our “Playscape” exhibit and features our new star, developed as part of our logo redesign in fiscal year 2019. 



Dear Supporters, 

What an exciting time to take the helm at the Children’s Museum & theatre of Maine! i’m so pleased to 
introduce our 2018/19 annual report. it was an incredible year for the Museum & theatre - the organization 
finished strongly in the black while also making tremendous strides in our capital campaign to build a new, 
bigger, better home at thompson’s Point in Portland. 

this is thanks in large part to the impressive team of people that keeps our institution humming, and whom 
i’ve had the pleasure to get to know since i started in July. Our education, exhibits and visitor services staff 
are dedicated, passionate, knowledgeable and adaptable. always thinking ahead, they continue to wow me 
with their creative thinking and their drive to design welcoming, educational spaces that are new, different and 
exciting for children and adults alike.

The “back of the house” is equally talented, ensuring that our finances, fundraising and operations 
management dovetail with a healthy bottom line, always with a vigilant eye on our strategic goals and priorities. 
None of this would have been possible without the outstanding leadership of Suzanne Olson, who served as 
Executive Director throughout the fiscal year presented in this report, and the 18 years prior! 

finally, i’m grateful to the many stalwart volunteers that make up our Board of Directors and advisory Council, 
and the community members who give of their time daily within our walls and at our many events outside of 
them. they are the backbone of this organization, who truly make the Museum & theatre a creation of and for 
our region and beyond.  

With another great year in the books, we are now looking ahead to our next year – and it’s going to be a big 
one. We’re close to putting shovels in the ground for our brand new facility, and we hope to welcome you all in 
our new space by the end of 2020 or early 2021. i’ll be working diligently with the rest of our team to make this 
a reality in the year ahead. Stay tuned for updates and more information, and until then, tHaNK yOU for being 
a supporter of this critical resource for children & families in our great state. We could not do this without you. 

Warmly, 

Julie Butcher Pezzino 
Executive Director 

a LEttER fROM OUR ExECUtiVE DiRECtOR



inspired by the powerful 
imaginations of young children, 
in this space children become 
superheroes and embark on a 
mission to save the world! Action 
Headquaters! builds story-telling, 
teamwork, confidence, and 
improv skills. 

this is a one-of-a-kind sensory 
exhibit using whimsical visual, 
auditory, and tactile features. 
Here, children slow down and 
explore the nooks-and-crannies 
of the space while imagining 
what it might be like to live on a 
cloud. 

thanks to a generous grant from 
the Roy a. Hunt foundation, our 
theatre has a new tech booth, 
enhancing all of our theatrical 
shows and programming. a 
modern sound and light board 
has opened new possibilities of 
what our young artists can learn. 

action Headquarters! Cloud City theatre tech Booth

LEaRNiNG tHROUGH PLay

in the words of developmental psychologist Jean Piaget, “Play is the work of childhood.” it is through play 
that children explore and learn about the world around them. Play in childhood lays the foundation for a 
lifetime love of learning. 

at the Museum & theatre, curating and facilitating play is our work. We are dedicated to providing families 
of all backgrounds enriching, hands-on educational experiences. among many undertakings this past year, we 
developed two new exhibitions and a theatre tech booth. 

We are thrilled to offer these new exhibits and programs to our community and will continue to provide new 
opportunities to learn through play over the next year in our 142 free Street home! 

The Children’s Museum & Theatre of Maine exists to inspire 
discovery and imagination through exploration and play. 

For more information about our exhibits and educational programming, please visit www.kitetails.org.

CHECK OUt OUR NEW LOGO!



We strive to create a diverse and strong community of families who come together in support of learning, play, 
and childhood. Our goal is for every family – no matter their background or needs – to feel welcome in our 
space. the following are a few highlights of our efforts to ensure all families are able to access our services.

family Shelter Outreach

Play your Way

Suzanne Olson Scholarship fund

KEEPiNG PLay aCCESSiBLE

Any family with limited financial resources and enrolled in a government-funded food assistance program (such 
as SNaP) is granted deeply discounted admissions. We had 725 people take advantage of this program in 
fiscal year 2019.

in partnership with the Portland family Shelter and Ronald McDonald House Charities of Maine, the Museum 
& theatre provided interdisciplinary educational programming in the shelter and invited families experiencing 
homelessness to play at the Museum & theatre’s 142 free Street location. the programming highlighted skills 
all children need when they matriculate into school, including: English vocabulary, holding pencils and markers, 
circle time, waiting and listening, and much more.

this free-of-charge program is funded in part by WEx inc. and provides special playtimes to families affected 
by autism, Down Syndrome, Sensory Processing Disorder, or other challenges. the program is offered during 
quieter hours, with dimmed lights, and noise reduction headphones available. We had 127 Play Your Way 
attendees in fiscal year 2019.

in July 2019, our scholarship fund was renamed in honor of Suzanne Olson’s decades of leadership and 
commitment to providing play for all families. it was a record breaking year for the fund, and we were able 
to give 250 family memberships, non-profit memberships, 203 admissions passes, and five theatre show 
scholarships to families in need. 

Museums for all

CHECK OUt OUR NEW LOGO!



fy19 fiNaNCiaLS

REVENUE ($1,331,200)

EXPENSES ($1,298,250)

admissions

Contributed Support*

($695,508)

($348,246)
*Donations, grants and special events

Education & theatre

Membership

Support Services

Visitor Services

Exhibits

Education & theatre

($79,320)

($208,126)

($476,098)

($493,817)

($86,492)

($241,843)

Children’s Museum & Theatre of Maine
142 Free Street, Portland, ME 04101

www.kitetails.org



107,496 total Visitors

3,030 total Member

83 total theatre12,645 Visitors

2,365 attendees of Our Offsite

29 Children Participated in U.S. 
Citizenship Ceremonies at the 
Museum & theatre

6 High School 
aged Educators 
funded through 
Morton-Kelly 
Charitable trust

101 Museum & theatre Program

fy19 By tHE NUMBERS

$ $$
Performances with 45 with individuals from 49

States and at Least 23
Other Countries

admitted for free

families with a total of
32,578 Visits

actors

Volunteers, Volunteering a total of
2,196 Hours

Outreach Events

REVENUE ($1,331,200)



Coming soon to thompson’s 
Point in Portland, the brand new 
Children’s Museum & theatre 
of Maine will be a world-class 
regional educational resource 
dedicated to serving all of our 
state. Nearly double the size of 
our current building in downtown 
Portland, the 30,000 square foot 
facility will feature innovative 
and interactive exhibits 
appealing to a wider age range, 
a family-friendly auditorium to 
house our children’s theatre 
program, outdoor exhibit 
areas, community green 
space, expanded parking and 
enhanced access for visitors of 
all abilities.

the future Museum & 
theatre will drastically 
enhance our ability to provide 
underserved children and 
families with opportunities 
for inspired learning 
particularly in the areas of 
early childhood, the arts, 
science and environmental 
stewardship, and diversity 
and inclusion. 

Once started, construction 
is expected to take 12-18 
months. During that time, our 
current home at 142 free 
Street will remain open and 
vibrant. We hope to move 
into the new facility near the 
end of 2020 or in early 2021.

a capital campaign to fund this once-in-a-generation project is underway and campaign leadership, 
including Board and staff members, are currently establishing a foundation of support with the help of our 
largest donors and corporate partners. We have been amazed by the overwhelmingly positive response! 
Our new Executive Director, Julie Butcher Pezzino, has taken over leadership of all aspects of the project, 
and is working closely with the Board and fundraising team toward commencement of the construction 
phase of the project. Very soon we will extend an invitation to join this landmark project to our wider 
community of friends and supporters.

iMaGiNE CaMPaiGN

      “Smallport” honors Maine community and industry, encouraging role play with child-sized        
       recreations of a working waterfront, air and train travel and public safety.

Visitors will experiment with physics and motion in two large tanks featuring interactive 
water sculptures. Both tanks are fully accessible to visitors of all abilities.    

If you would like to join other early leadership investors in this exciting project, contact Rose Splint, Capital 
Campaign Director, via email at rose@kitetails.org or call (207) 828-1234 x221.



tHaNK yOU, iMaGiNE CaMPaiGN DONORS

With deep gratitude, the Children’s 
Museum & Theatre of Maine recognizes 
the extraordinary leadership of the 
following Imagine Campaign Investors 
whose gifts were received before 
publication: 

Anonymous (3)
John and Judy adelman
alexander family
Rachael and Justin alfond, in honor of  
   Deena and Jacques Weinstein
Daniel and Joan amory
amtrak Downeaster
Liz and thomas armstrong, in memory of     
   Rachel Armstrong
Bain Capital Children’s Charity
Bangor Savings Bank foundation
Bank of america
BerryDunn
Weston L. and Elaine G. Bonney 
Michael Bourque, in memory of Melissa 
   Rector Bourque
Jim and Julia Brady
Elena Brandt, in honor of Maddy Corson
Bruner|Cott & associates inc.
Jessie Bullens-Crewe foundation
Patrick and Patricia Butler
Carolin Buttrick
Camden National Bank
Catherine Cammann
Elizabeth Carey
Christine Carter and Gary Bangor
CedarWorks 
City of Portland - Brownfield 
   Redevelopment Program
Jonathan and Kristin Cohen
Sam L. Cohen foundation
Maddy Corson
Katherine and Michael Coster
Coulombe family foundation
Chris and Jennie Coyne 
Susan and Howard Dana
Mal Davis and RM Davis, inc., in honor of 
   Maddy Corson
Davis Conservation foundation
Davis family foundation
Dead River Company
Deborah Deatrick
John and Kristen DeQuattro
Dougherty family fund of the Greater 
   Cincinnati foundation
Christopher t. and Kolleen C. Dougherty
EPa federal Grant Program
fisher Charitable foundation
freedom foundation, in memory of Cate 
   Thomas
Connie and fred Gemmer
Virginia Gentile
Dawn and Joseph Gerding

Jim and Cathy Gero
Barbee and andrew Gilman
Matthew Gilman
Jeff Glidden and Julia Chernikova-
   Glidden
the Robert and Dorothy Goldberg 
   Charitable foundation
Gorham Savings Bank 
Shawn and Cari Gorman
Greater Portland Council of Governments
the Hagerty family
Hancock Lumber
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care 
Helen Hemminger
anne Randolph Henry Charitable 
   foundation
Joseph and aleece Herlihy
angus King and Mary Herman
John and Ruth Hughes
allison and Horace Hildreth
Kevin Hoefle
HP Hood LLC
Roy a. Hunt foundation
Charles and Margaret Hurdman
the Hussey family and Hussey Seating 
   Company
iDExx
Jennifer Jacobs and Garrett Grunewald
Jane’s trust
John Kaminski
Mary Jo and John Keffer 
Carmensol and Matt Kesselhaut
Cornelia N. Kittredge
Kline family
Sara Knowles and Bob Murphy
Joanna Halpert Kraus
tabitha and Chris Lamontagne
Legacy Properties Sotheby’s international 
   Realty
Libra foundation
a Component fund of the Maine 
   Community foundation
the Maine Heritage fund of the Maine 
   Community foundation
Maine Red Claws foundation
ian and Kate Malin
Malone Commercial Brokers
James and Rebecca Marcisso
timothy and Kristine Masse
Melissa and Edward McKersie
allison McLaughlin and Rick Servidio
the MEMiC Group, in honor of Maine’s 
   Future Workforce
Messler family foundation
Charlie Miller
Miller foundation
Morton-Kelly Charitable trust
Joshua and Marci Murphy
Hunter Murphy
Michael Robinson and Regina Nappi
Leonard and Merle Nelson

Brian Noyes and Eugenie francine
Oakhurst Dairy
Suzanne and Clifford Olson
ON Semiconductor
Sam and Nathalie Orans 
the D. Suzi Osher foundation 
Julie and Michael Ouellette
annalee t. Pease, in memory of David A. 
   Pease
Heidi Peterson and Bill Proom
Pierce atwood
ashley and Robert Pilsbury
Pine State Services, inc.
Pam and Peter Plumb
Point72, L.P.
Ula and Philip Polsky
Pond family foundation
Joel and Joanna Pond
Portland international Jetport 
Portland Volvo
Lise and David Pratt
Cathy and Lance Prichard
Harry and anne Pringle
Jean Pugh
Michael and Beth Quinlan
Hilary Rapkin and Will Stiles
Edward and Susan Reardon
Chris and Betsy Rector
John and Sonya Robertson
Heather Robinson
Elizabeth Rosen
William and Marguerite Ryan
Jim and Lynn Shaffer, in honor of Maddy 
   Corson
Linda Shary and Jeffery Logan, in honor 
   of Maddy Corson
Melissa Smith and Brian Corcoran
Joe and Susan Spagnola
Phineas W. Sprague Memorial 
   foundation
Phineas and Mary Lou Sprague
Howsie Stewart, in memory of Cate 
   Thomas
Wendy and Eric Suehrstedt
tD Securities Underwriting Hope fund
thompson’s Point Development 
   Company
Unum
ian Valdmanis
Kristin and Warren Valdmanis
Walmart Community Grants
Stuart and Karen Watson 
Leslie Webber, in loving memory of 
   Walter E. Webber
Welch fund of the Maine Community 
   foundation
WEx inc.
Jeremy R. Wintersteen
Nina and Michael Zilkha
Kate and Robert Zimmerman, in honor of 
   Susan Barnes



tHaNK yOU, aNNUaL DONORS

As a nonprofit organization, the 
Children’s Museum & Theatre of 
Maine relies in part on donations from 
generous donors. Thank you to every 
individual, business, and foundation 
who has helped to make our work 
possible. 

FOUNDATION SUPPORT
amazon Smile foundation
ann H. Symington foundation
anne Randolph Henry Charitable
   foundation
Edward H. Daveis Benevolent fund
fisher Charitable foundation
Ginn family foundation
John t. Gorman foundation
JustGive
Libra foundation
Maine association for the Education of 
   young Children
Maine Heritage fund of the Maine 
   Community foundation
Margaret E. Burnham Charitable trust
Morse Hill trust
Morton-Kelly Charitable trust
Onion foundation
Phineas W. Sprague Memorial  
   foundation
Quimby family foundation
Ronald McDonald House Charities of  
   Maine
Sibley-Saltonstall Charitable 
   foundation
the D. Suzi Osher foundation
the Lunder foundation
Whole Kids foundation

INDIVIDUAL GIVING
John and Judy adelman
Rachelle and Josh ain
Rachael and Justin alfond
tom and Diana allen
Sarah and Brian allenby
amoroso family
Drew anderson and Jane Elizabeth Lee
Janine andrew; in memory of Frances 
   Malkames
Sally and Ernest Babcock
Sara and Ronald Bancroft
felicia Barker
Misty and Richard Beasley
Lisa Bellefleur
Briana and Nick Bizier
Michael Bourque
Jim and Julia Brady
Elena Brandt

Margy Burns Knight and Kyle Knight
Julie Butcher Pezzino and andrew      
   Butcher
Patrick and Patricia Butler
Porter and Susan Caesar
Wallace Camp; in memory of Virginia  
   Camp
ted Carter
Delvyn and Carole Case
todd and Jessica Chamberlain
Dave Ciullo
William Clarke
Melia Coletta
Maddy Corson
Katherine and Michael Coster
Liz Cotter Schlax
Bob Crane
Mark and Joanne Crepeau
Nancy and Steve Crotty
Morgan and Christina Cuthbert
Rodger and Becky Cuthbert
Carol Daley
Mike and amy Davis
Deborah Deatrick; in honor of Suzanne 
   Olson
Stephen and Kristen deCastro
Kati and Matthew Denham
John and Kristen DeQuattro
albert and Elizabeth Dibbins
Henry and Lucy Donovan
Christopher t. and Kolleen C. 
   Dougherty
Betsey and Patrick Ducas
Catherine Duranceau
Deanne Dutton
Jean farrar
Renee and J. Gibson fay-Leblanc; in 
   honor of Mike Bourque
Josh Fifield
Craig and Dolores foster
Chip and Laura foye
Steve frawley
James and Katie freilinger
alicia and tyler Gaudet
Virginia Gentile and Matthew Harnett
Dawn and Joseph Gerding
Barbee and andrew Gilman
Goodwin Gilman and Rosalind Prince 
   Gilman
Bernard and Phyllis Givertz
Jeff Glidden and Julia
   Chernikova-Glidden
John and Cornelia Goodrich
Cassandra Grantham
Hannah and Kyle Gregory
Heather Grieser
Matthew and Jessica Grondin
Dwayne Guay
Cyrus and Patricia Hagge

Jocelyn and Peter Handy
Megan Hart and tony Sprague
David and Karen Haskell
Jennifer and allen Hayman
Peter Haynes
Gabrielle and Kevin Herbig
Joseph and aleece Herlihy
Charles and Margaret Hurdman
Ryan and Kelsey Jackson
Jennifer Jacobs and Garrett Grunewald
thomas and Hilary Jacobs
andrew Johnson and Joanna Rulf
Lisa Keiski and Gregory Dearborn
Carmensol and Matthew Kesselhaut
anthony King and Helen Ryan
angus and Catherine King
Michael and Christine Kleinman
Sara Knowles
Joanna Halpert Kraus; in memory of 
   Marghi Dutton
Victoria Kuhn and David addison
tabitha and Chris Lamontagne
Kristen and Jason Lavoie
Mike Lebel and Jennifer Breton
Rebecca LeBlond Graves and adam 
   Graves
Chris and Patricia Lefevre
Robert Levine and Vilean taggersell
William Libby and Paula Gentile
Rebecca and Keith Lincoln
Laurence Littell
Paul Lones
John Love and Mary Sue Love
ian and Kate Malin
John and Deborah Marble
James and Rebecca Marcisso
Eliot Marshall
John and Christine Massengill
Judith and timothy McCormally
Jean McDevitt Bullens and alex Bullens
Melissa and Edward McKersie
allison McLaughlin and Rick Servidio
Kathleen and frank McLaughlin
Molly McLaughlin
Chris Miller
Gerald Miquelon and Jessica McKenzie
Dan Montembeau
Katryna and Edward Moran
Eric Mukai and Laurie Small
Marci and Joshua Murphy
Michael Robinson and Regina Nappi
tom and Heather Noyes 
Suzanne and Clifford Olson
Sam and Nathalie Orans
Harold Osher
Julie and Michael Ouellette
Esther Pappas
Jessica and Jonathan Parker-Stafford 
Rosaleen Parsons



tHaNK yOU, aNNUaL DONORS

Robert Patten
tony Payne 
Roger and Margaret Pezzuti
Russ Pierce
ashley and Robert Pilsbury
Pam and Peter Plumb
Ula and Philip Polsky
Matthew and Darcy Poor
Chris and Lori Poulin
Lise and David Pratt
Cathy and Lance Prichard
Harry and anne Pringle; in honor of 
   Suzanne Olson
Michael and Beth Quinlan; in honor 
   of Suzanne Olson
Matthew and Katherine Ralston; in   
   honor of Brittany Liscord
Hilary Rapkin and William Stiles
Sarah and Dylan Reburn
Miriam Remar-Millman; in memory of 
   Irving Remar
Gail Ringel and Jonathan Wylie
Levi Robbins
Heather Robinson
Donna Roggenthien and Ron Leeking
Elizabeth Rosen
Emily Ruger
Lisa and Stephen Schiffman; in honor 
   of Gail Ringel
Mark and Louanne Schoninger
Renee Schwalberg and John anton; in 
   honor of Reba Askari
Curtis and Cornelia Scribner
Camilla and timothy Shannon
Linda Shary and Jeffery Logan
fred and Vee Sheehan
David Shorette
Kathy Simmonds and Will Crosby
anne and Christopher Smith
Marjorie Smith
ingrid Solomon
Rose and aaron Splint
Dimitri Stancioff
Lucia Stancioff and Benjamin Carr
William Stokes and Diane Doyen
Karl and Sue Suchecki
Wendy and Eric Suehrstedt
Christopher and Lucy Sullivan
Sawyer Sutton
Robert and Jean Swan
amy teh and Noah Defilippis
Stacia and Erik thomas
frederic and Bibi thompson
Paulette tidd; in memory of Charles W. 
   Tidd, Jr.
Sasha tracy
Susie and Stanley trotman
Robert and Nina trowbridge
Willard and anne Umphrey

Kristin and Warren Valdmanis
Shikha and Samip Vasaiwala
Simone Verria
Mike and Liz Voisine
Dylan Volk
abigail Wark
ian Weidner and Debra Bunce
Johannes and Kathleen Wiebus
Lynn and Barry Wight
Shultzie and Spencer Willows
Karen Winslow
Jeremy and amy Wintersteen
Jonathan and Susan young
Stuart and Karen Watson

BUSINESS SUPPORT 
44 North financial Partners
allagash Brewing Company
allen insurance financial; in honor of 
   Michael Bourque
amadeus Hospitality americas, inc.
Baker Newman & Noyes
Barbara Bush Children’s Hospital/Maine 
   Medical Center
Bath Savings institution
Benchmark Residential and investment 
   Real Estate
BerryDunn
Capozza tile & floor Covering Center
Celebration tree farm & yoga
Checksforless.com - EiPrinting
Children’s Discovery Museum of San 
   Jose
Citizens Bank
Coffee By Design
CorVel Corporation; in honor of Mike 
   Bourque
CPRC Group
Credere associates, LLC
Cross insurance
Diversified Communications
Ducas Construction
f.W. Webb
firstLight
Gnome Landscape, Design & Masonry
Gorham Savings Bank
Granite State Development Corporation
H.M. Payson & Co.
Hancock Lumber 
Hanley & yost Custom Builders, inc.
HP Hood LLC
HUB international New England LLC
Hunter Panels, LLC
Industrial Roofing Co.
Kris-Way truck Leasing, inc.
L.L. Bean, inc.
Legacy Properties Sotheby’s 
   international Realty
Mad Science of Maine

MaineHealth
Management Research Group
MEMiC
Nai the Dunham Group
Network for Good
New England Cancer Specialists
Northeast Delta Dental
Norway Savings Bank
Oakhurst Dairy
Peak Dental Health
Perch
Picnic LLC
Pine State Services
Pratt abbott Cleaners
Pro Search, inc.
Saco & Biddeford Savings institution
Seabee Electric
Sheldon Slate Products Co., inc.
Silver Street Development Corporation
tD Securities
the Benevity Community impact fund
the Press Hotel
town & Country federal Credit Union
triangle Masonic Lodge #1 a.f. & a.M.
transCanada PipeLines Limited
Unified Parking Partners
WEx inc.
Windham injury Management Group, 
   inc.
Wright-Ryan Construction
york Public Library
Zachau Construction, inc.

MATCHING GIFT PROGRAMS
Bank of america
Google, inc.
Unum Matching Gifts Program

IN-KIND SUPPORT ($1500+)
M. J. Benson
Burr Signs
Christopher and Kolleen Dougherty
Hotel Beacon NyC
ingunn Milla Joergensen
Pine State Services
Plastic Surgery Center of Maine
Springer’s Jewelers
the Schooner J & E Riggin
the SunriseGuide
tiffany White Photography
Chris Van Dusen
Willa Vennema

Thank you to all who gave or pledged 
after the publication of these lists 
or whose names were inadvertently 
omitted. Please contact our 
Development Office at (207)828-1234 
with any questions or concerns.



Contact Information
142 free Street, Portland, ME 04101

Phone: 207-828-1234
E-Mail: info@kitetails.org

Website: kitetails.org


